Summary of the August 21, 2012 at 7:30am
Perry Township Business Exchange Meeting
20 ~ Attendees were present

 Executive Chairperson Adam Oyer welcomed all of the attendees and introduced Vice
Chairperson, Steve Toohey and Treasurer, Tina DeSimone.
 Everyone in the room introduced themselves and announced the name of the company
they represented.
 The Owner of Café La Te Dah provided a variety of muffins and coffee for all of the
attendees to enjoy!
 Adam Oyer explained that during each monthly Business Exchange meeting two or
three attendees would have the opportunity to conduct a 5 to 7 minute Showcase of their
business. The Showcase presenter may provide a piece of literature or hand out of some
sort to better help explain their business to all attendees so that everyone can become
more familiar with your business and the services they provide.
 Showcase #1 was conducted by Adam Oyer of Fifth Third Bank, Showcase #2 was
conducted by Steve Toohey of Rapid Response Restoration and Showcase#3 was
presented by Tina DeSimone from First Merit Bank.
 Adam Oyer announced that the Business Exchange Executive Committee, Secretary
position was still available. Mrs. Kravos of Ahh Nuts, expressed an interest in filling the
secretary position.
 The Business Exchange Officers announced that all Business Exchange attendees would
have the opportunity during the meetings each month to speak to the Business Exchange
attendees and provide a 30 second commercial pertaining to anything they wanted to
share with the group such as current business promotional, upcoming events,
fundraisers and anything else of importance.
 The Business Exchange attendees discussed the opportunity to rotate the meeting
locations amongst the business owners every other month so that everyone becomes
familiar with the businesses within the township. Other suggestions were made such as
placing your business card in a basket and an attendee would pull a card and meet one
on one with the business owner to meet for lunch in order to become more familiar with
one another.

 Perry Township Trustee, Doug Haines shared information from a Small Business
Exchange meeting that was hosted by Congressman Jim Renacci in Medina on
Wednesday, August 8, 2012. Trustee Haines shared that the following information was
provided during the SBA meeting:
Assisting business owners with the creation of a Business Plan or assisting with
assessing their current plan
 Offering marketing opportunities
 Offering networking opportunities
 Offering low interest business loans
 All of the above mentioned services would be conducted free of charge (services
are partially funded by the State of Ohio and the Kent Stark branch)
 Kent States Small Business Development Representative, Holly Bolinger would
be available to speak to members at the October 2012 Business Exchange meeting
to share additional service opportunities.
 Detailed information concerning specific business links from the Small Business
Seminar will be posted to the Perry Township ~ Business Exchange portion of the
web-site
 A business attendee suggested having a member from the Stark Development Board
speak to the group concerning basic service they provide to the Stark County area.
 At the end of the meeting there was a gift basket door prize, which was donated by Steve
Toohey of Rapid Response. The Owner of Falcone’s Restaurant won the large gift basket
and she will be providing the door prize for the next Business Exchange meeting! Don’t
miss it.
 At the conclusion of the meeting Adam Oyer presented a Group Interactive Opportunity
in which he asked all attendees to list 10 bones in the human body which were comprised
of 3 letters. (ex: jaw) It was harder than you may think! Eventually, you were able to call
upon other attendees to compare the bones you had listed. By the completion of the
interactive exercise, everyone had been mingling and talking. A wonderful time was had
by all.


The next scheduled Business Exchange meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
September 26th at 7:30am at the Perry Township Community Room.
Please complete the Business Exchange RSVP if you plan to attend. Thank you.

